
Despite some concern that their participation in Jewish Legion would compro-
mise their United States citizenship, these brave young men joined anyway in 
order to fight for the freedom of Palestine. They are among the honorees 
being inducted into the Jewish Hall of Fame on June 12 at 7:30 at the Gor-
don Center for the Performing Arts. See page 2 for more information.   
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Board President’s Letter 

Dear Colleagues: 

As we approach our final Board 
meeting for the 2013 fiscal year, we 
will be completing our year on sev-
eral high points.   

 First, I would like thank each 
of you  who participated in prepar-
ing our fiscal year 2014 budget.  
Our budget, although aggressive in 
several areas, is built around our 
strategic goals, including growth in 
Arts & Cultural, Health & Fitness, 
Outreach, and Camping, while con-
tinuing our focus on financial stabil-
ity. We will also continue to provide 
and enhance our quality services in 
other program areas, including pre-
school, teens, and adult program-
ming. As in prior years, we will real-
ize success in each of these areas 
thanks to JCC’s excellent staff and 
its strong partnership with THE AS-
SOCIATED.  

 Last week, during our Execu-
tive Committee meeting, Rabbi Jes-
se lead us in a formal dedication of 
our newest JCC location, the Down-
town Baltimore JCC, and we fas-
tened a Mezuzah upon our door-
post. Sharon Seigel and Kim Jacob-
sohn have transformed a downtown 
office space into a wonderful par-
enting and social center. Please try 
to visit our DBJCC and experience it 
for yourself.  

 On June 12th, our bi-annual 
Hall of Fame event will be held in 
the Gordon Center.  If you have not 
yet purchased your tickets, please 
do so.  You can provide further 
support by bringing friends and 
placing an ad in the program book.    

We have a great list of inductees 
and it will be a wonderful even-
ing.   

 Thanks to the efforts of 
every one of you and our JCC 
staff, fiscal 2013 was a great 
year.  We continue to have chal-
lenges ahead of us, but I know 
that we are up to those challeng-
es.    

Thanks,     

                                                                                   

Neil Demchick 

JCC Annual Meeting  
Thursday, June 6; 5pm @ 
the Gordon Center 

Please attend the installation 
of our new board members 
as well as our new chair Will 
Minkin, while we also say 
farewell and thank you to 
outgoing chair Neil Dem-
chick. This is your chance to 
see what we have accom-
plished this year.  



Cyrano De Bergerac 
Presented by Jewish 
Theatre Workshop  
Aug. 8-18 @ PH JCC 

A moving and exciting drama of 
one the gallant soldier, brilliant 
wit, tragic poet-lover, and one of 
the finest swordsmen in France 
who happens to have the face of 
a clown. For details visit 

Israel65 Celebrate! 
Sunday, June 2  @ OM JCC 

 

We are expecting a huge turnout to 
this special birthday celebration 
brought to you by the Baltimore 
Israel Coalition, of which the JCC is 
a member.  

12-4:pm 

 Family & Adult Activities 

The celebration includes: Interac-
tive activities for all ages, Israeli 
food and vendors, an Israeli innova-
tion exhibit, and more! This is no 
admission charge. 

4-6: Matisyahu Concert 

For details visit: 
www.baltimoreisrealcoaltion.org 

 

Open Mic Night @ Gordon  
Center: Tuesday, July 9; 7pm 

Local artists now have a venue in 
Northwest Baltimore to perform 
monthly to their admiring fans. 
Come here musicians, comedians 
and more for only $5/night. For de-
tails contact Randi Benesch at 
410.559.3609. 
 

 

 
Tu B'av Rooftop Party 
Monday, July 22; 7-8pm 
@ PH JCC 

This classy party for seniors returns 
with a lively evening of love songs 
and light fare under the stars. For 
details contact Sara Shvartzman at 
410.500.5903 or sshvartz-
man@jcc.org. 

 

Baltimore Jewish Hall  
of Fame 
Wednesday, June 12; 7pm  @ 
the Gordon Center 
Join us as we honor some of Balti-
more’s finest Jewish men and wom-
en. Learn about their contributions 
and support JCC scholarship funds 
at the same time. For tickets or to 
make a donation contact Esther 
Greenberg at 410.559.3545. 

 

RED Presented by Jewish 
Theatre Workshop  
June 13-23 (five shows) 
@ PH JCC 

RED by John Logan, is directed by 
Ariella McCown and is based on the 
life of painter, Mark Rothko. RED is 
a searing portrait of an artist's am-
bition and vulnerability as he tries 
to create a definitive work for an 
extraordinary setting. It is the win-
ner of the 2010 Tony Award for 
Best Play. For details visit 
www.jewishtheatreworkshop.org  

 

 

Michael S. Saxon 
Award for Teach-
ing Excellence 
 
Roni Bar Shir is the recipient of 
this year’s  Michael S. Saxon 
Award for Early Childhood 
Teaching Excellence. She has 
been teaching at the Meyer-
hoff ECE since she arrived with 
her family from Israel three 
years ago.  
 Having taught special 
needs children on a kibbutz in 
Israel for four years, she has 
exhibited best practices in ear-
ly childhood development yet 
continually strives to hone her 
teaching skills. Her reflective 
process assists her students in 
engaging critically with the 
world around them. Her stu-
dents have become some of 
the most independent thinkers 
in the school.  
 Because of her mentor-
ing relationship with the other 
teachers in the school and her 
love of Israel, Roni is a wel-
come asset to the community. 
So if you see her, congratulate 
her on a job well done. 
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Kid’s Center Open House 
Thursday, May 30; 6-8pm  

@ OM JCC 

We’ll celebrate the end of the 
school year and show off our pro-
gram to potential applicants.  Visi-
tors will enjoy our GaGa pit, moon-
bounce, weird science, ice cream 
making ,and more. For details con-
tact Amanda Max at 410.559.3548 

 

Family Fun Festival  and 
Open House  
Sunday, June 23; 11am-3pm 
@ PH JCC   

This special event will be free to 
members. Guests will be offered a 
chance to join the JCC that day and 
save 10%.  Activities will include 
moon bounces, crafts, teen and 
women’s fitness classes, kid’s 
dance, ballet, drawing, karate, 
sports classes, and table tennis.  
For more Info contact  Merav Lev-
ine  at 410.500.5907. 

 

Camp Milldale Family Day  

Sunday, July 21; 11am-3pm 

Prospective and current camp fami-
lies are invited to join us for a fun-
filled day at Camp Milldale. Meet 
our directors, counselors and spe-
cialists and enjoy an authentic JCC 
camp experience. Bring your own 
picnic lunch, we’ll provide the popsi-
cles and all the great activities. 

 

Mama Doni Concert  

Friday, July 26; 1:30-3:00pm  

@ Camp Milldale  

JCC and Camp families are invited 
to join us for this lively concert as 
we celebrate Milldale’s 60th anniver-
sary.  

Premier Basketball Clinic 
with Juan Dixon  
Sunday, June 9; 8:30am-4pm 
Juan Dixon, the all-time leading 
scorer for the University  of Mary-
land will be bringing his full day 
basketball clinic to the JCC for boys 
and girls ages 4-16.  For details 
contact Roman at 410.559.3542. 

More Upcoming Events  

Camp Milldale 

Upcoming Programs @ 
Park Heights JCC 

Monday Mania: July 1- 
Aug. 12; 4:30-6:30pm.  Family 
friendly activities  Free to mem-
bers, fee for guests. 

Wonder Wednesdays:  
July 3-Aug. 14 from 4:30-
6:30pm features visiting enter-
tainment followed by open gym 
time. Free to members, fee for 
guests. 

Mini Camps: June 17-21, 24- 
28, August 12- 16, August 19- 
23 & August 26 & 27; Monday-
Thursdays; 9am-3:30pm, Fri-
days, 9am-2pm, for ages  
4-10. For details contact Merav 
Levine at 410-500-5917. 

 
Park Heights Sports Experi-
ence for boys ages 9-12 
(NEW): June 24-Aug. 22;  
5-6pm. Five different themed 
classes, including soccer, flag 
football, basketball, baseball 
and volleyball offered. For  
details contact Alex Cechetti at 
410.500.5989. 

JCC Charm City Basketball 
Camp (NEW): June 17-21 and 
July 22-26; 9am-3:30pm is for 
boys in grades 6-8 & 9-12. For 
details Alex Cechetti at 
410.500.5989. 
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Yard sale items needed are new 
and gently used goods. You can 
also be a vendor and rent a table 
to sell your own gently used goods 
or services and keep the profits.  
     All proceeds from sales of do-
nated items and table rental fees 
will benefit the JCC Parent, Infant/
Todder Department. Please drop 
off your donations prior to June 21 
at the front desk of either JCC lo-
cation. 



 

Agency News 
 

Fitness/Membership Initiative with MediFit 
Over the next several months many of our staff will receive hospitality training from a consulting firm we are work-
ing with called MediFit Corporate Services. We are excited to be working with this organization which has helped 
numerous JCCs across the country improve their member and guest relationships while also developing cutting 
edge wellness programs. We are confident that with proper training and program improvements we can grow our 
member retention rate and increase sales of programs and services. 

 

Paul Lurie Honored by DFI 
Paul Lurie, our Director of Children and Teen Services, Sports and Recreation and the JCC Maccabi Experience, was 
recently selected to receive the 2013 Outstanding Jewish Communal Professional Award from the Darryl Friedman 
Institute (DFI.) This award recognizes mid-level career professionals with exceptional promise and encourages 
their commitment to a career in Jewish communal service. Paul is the quintessential team player and works well 
with all JCC staff, board, and community leadership. Paul continually receives praise for his work with other agen-
cies.  The award was presented on May 21 at Oheb Shalom.  
 
 
New After School Programs Launching This Fall 

Kids Center @ OM will be open to community participants. We expect that this new development will ad-
vance the numbers in this already successful program.  For details contact Amanda Max at 410.559.3548. 

TNT University  for grades 6-8  will offer homework, assistance, sports play, arts programs, and team building 
activities as well as community service hours. If you know someone who is interested contact Brad Kerxton at 
410.559.3547.  

 

Program Successes 
 
As of May 20 we have 351 campers and 1,959 camper weeks, an im-
provement over 2012 numbers.  
 
In March the JCC held two camp phone-a-thons with the help of board 
members and staff which yielded close to 200 leads on potential campers 
for Milldale and other JCC camps.   
 
Over 40 families attended Camp Milldale’s Open House on April 14, which 
featured ice cream making, hayrides, GaGa, tie-dye art, and of course tours. 
 
The Downtown Baltimore JCC has signed up 50 members at $50 a piece 
and another 25 members at $75 a piece as of May 15. These members can 
use the drop-in play area whenever it is open. They are now averaging 
about ten drop-in families a day and have 60 participants in seven classes.  
 
Over 240 teens in grades 6-12 had an amazing day of tikkun olam 
(repairing the world) as they participated in the annual J-Serve event on 
April 21. The teens came through Maccabi, Jr., Maccabi, BBYO, and area 
youth groups. Some of the students worked at the JCC with JVC while oth-
ers went offsite to work with Kaboom, Fields of Growth, and other 
non-profit organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: 

Mitchell and Marci Platt’s daugh-
ter Cali on her Bat Mitzvah 

Maury and Alice Garten’s daughter 
Leanne on her Bat Mitzvah 

Dmitry and Olga Cherches for the 
birth of their baby Ryan. 

Yoni and Devora Adler on the 
birth of their  baby Yehudis. 
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 Our 25th Annual Baltimore Jewish Film Festival was a near sell out.  Mark your calendar for the JCC Cinefest Oc-
tober  3, 5, 9 , and 16 at the Gordon Center. 
 

 Men’s Yoga launched to a full room of participants on May 12 at the Park Heights JCC . These free group fit-
ness classes are running Wednesdays at 8:30pm and Sundays at 12:30pm. 

 
Weinberg Park Heights JCC 
5700 Park Heights Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21215 
410.542.4900  
 
  

 
Rosenbloom Owings Mills JCC  
3506 Gwynnbrook Avenue 
Owings Mills, MD 21117 
410.356.5200 
  

 
 
Web site 
www.jcc.org 
  
Join us on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/JCCBaltimore  
  
Get our Twitter feeds 
http://twitter.com/jccbaltimore  
  
Youtube 
http://www.youtube.com/user/
jccbaltimore 
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May Dov Frankel 4-May 
  Myrna E. Cardin 8-May 
  Yoni Adler 8-May 
  Harry Kozlovsky 10-May 
 Tom Kohn 14-May 
 Michael K. Hettleman 22-May 
  Kevin Keane 22-May 
 Arthur H. Adler 29-May 
    
June Carol Noel 5-Jun 
  Robert A. Manekin 6-Jun 
  Randy Getz 9-Jun 
  Annette Saxon 13-Jun 
  Joanne Rosenthal 25-Jun 
 Suzette Desser 27-Jun 
  Jerome Schnydman 28-Jun 

  

Happy Birthday  

Board Members 
 יום הולדת שמח

Want to access Board Member information on our website?   
Go to www.jcc.org/board  

 Enter the password:  BJCC3506 (make sure you use all caps). 


