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From the City AdministrAtor . . .

Bringing Employees Together

Spring is always a busy time of the year for municipal employees—and this year is no exception. 
Between now and July, we will see the culmination of activities that have been in the planning 
stages for months. Events like the Fall Fest Gala, Easter Egg Hunt, Spring Thaw Car Show, Flower 
and Jazz Festival, Municipal Pool Opening, Memorial Day Parade, Art in the Park, Corbit’s Charge 
Civil War Event and the July Concert Series are time-honored traditions that are thoroughly enjoyed 
by citizens of all ages. In addition to this, exciting new projects are reaching a conclusion – projects 
that have been in the making for a while and that have taken many people to complete. 

The new skate park is an example of such collaboration. Using the Carroll County Career and Tech-
nical Center Students, with organizing and design efforts on the part of the parents, our ramps were 
constructed while the City prepared the existing skateboard park site by resurfacing the space and 
recycling the materials. The County also helped in that they relocated the ramps from the Carroll 
County Career and Technical Center to the skateboard park location. The ramps will be permanent-
ly placed on the site the week of April 13 and a Community Help Day has been scheduled for May 
to put the finishing touches on the new park. This kind of multi-organization effort is what it takes to 
make things work in these trying times. Projects can and will still be complete successfully if we all 
pitch in and do our part.

At this same time, we are signing up campers for summer camp and swimmers for the swim team, 
trimming the parks and refurbishing the playgrounds. The new King Park will also be debuted in 
April and you should set aside April 21 at 3:30 pm for that dedication. This fully functional ADA com-
pliant playground is something we can all be proud of and that our children can use!

Plans are underway for a butterfly park that will be a volunteer effort on the part of employees and 
the community – what a way to beautify our parks and use the talents of our citizens and employ-
ees!

The Mayor and Common Council are busy also, working on such major projects as the Capital 
Improvement Plan, FY2010 Budget, implementation of new water and sewer rates, development 
of a new Comprehensive Plan, conducting a municipal election for the Mayoralty position and two 
Council member seats and organizing the new Council into Committees.

And while the national and state economic climate is disheartening, at the municipal level we are 
working hard to make sure that we can maintain a level of service to our residents and a commit-
ment to our employees.  As you can see from our activities, we are still managing to do this despite 
the setbacks we are faced with and this comes from you, our valued employees.

Sincerely,

Marge Wolf
City Administrator
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City oF Westminster

 PoliCe dePArtment

oFFiCer oF the month

 (JAnuAry)

mArylAnd stAte PoliCe

deeP Creek dunk

PoliCe AWArds Ceremony 
held mArCh 17

Officer 
Aaron 

Hoff was 
selected as 
Police Officer 
of the Month 
for January for 
his solid police 
work in his 
overall performance.   
 Officer Aaron was responding to a shop-
lifting in progress when he arrived and noticed a 
vehicle leaving the parking area at a high rate of 
speed.  He suspected this vehicle was involved 
in the shoplifting and stopped the driver, who 
was subsequently arrested.  

Maryland State Po-
lice held their an-

nual Deep Creek Dunk 
on February 28th in Gar-
rett County.  Both Chief 
Spaulding and Sergeant 
Benfer attended this 
awareness event and took 
a dunk for the Special 
Olympic Athletes.  Later 
that day, they participated 
in the award ceremony by 
handing out medals to the event winners. 

PFC Steve Arnold 
Officer of the Year

Cecilia Dembroski 
Volunteer of the Year

Detective Richard Lambert
Chief’s Commendation

Corporal Radcliffe Darby
Community Service Award

The Annual Award Ceremony was held in the 
Forum at McDaniel College and attended by 

Mayor Ferguson, Council Chair Roy Chiavacci, 
Council members Kevin Utz and Dr. Wack, City 
Administrator Marge Wolf, Human Resources 
Director Darlene Childs, Finance Director 
Roland Unger, and Director of Recreation and 
Parks, Ron Schroers.  
 Awards were handed out to numerous 
officer and civilians. See below:

Continued next page . . .
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Chief’s Challenge – Squad 4

S.C.O.R.E. Volunteer Zack Zumwalt 

PFC Steve Launchi
 Top Shooter Award

PFC Will Valentine
Chief’s Commendation

Chief’s Challenge Top Citation 
Enforcement Officer Michael Beaumont

Chief’s Challenge Top DUI 
Enforcement Officer, Jesse Clagett

Linda Knott, Community
Service Award

Karen Bullock, Civilian 
Employee of the Year
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Dear Ron:
   

I wish to extend my gratitude and to recognize the 
Westminster Family Center as an outstanding facility.

  After “shopping” for a gym for about a year, 
I was discouraged by the local establishments I had 
visited.  I have 3 children, two of whom require on the 
site child care facilities as they are not yet school age.  
I was not at all comfortable with the gyms I visited, and 
would not consider it an option to leave my children in 
their care.  
  From the first time Eva took me on a tour of the 
WFC, I was treated like a friend and was made to feel 
completely at ease.  When I was shown the child care 
room and introduced to Barb and Deb, I was immedi-
ately overcome with the sense of nurturing and com-
passion in these amazing ladies.  Not once did I have 
any reservations about leaving my children in their 
care.
  Never having worked out in a gym, I was ap-
prehensive about my lack of experience/knowledge, so 
I decided a personal trainer would be to my benefit.  
  When I was introduced to Sarah, I was again 
put immediately at ease by her caring, informative and 
professional teaching.  Sarah is an amazing person 
and an even more amazing instructor.  She is incred-
ibly thorough in her teaching and never fails to explain 
how the body is affected by the exercises being done.  I 
have learned a great deal about the human body from 
Sarah, and look forward to her continued instruction.
  In addition to her personal training, the class 
taught by Sarah on Tuesday and Thursday mornings is 
something I always look forward to.  By the end of the 
class, I always feel as though I have just had a person-
al training session.  No matter how many people she is 
teaching, Sarah is just as thorough as she is during a 
one on one workout.  
  I have been a member of the Westminster 
Family Center for 6 months now, and have not been 
disappointed once.  Every instructor I have come in 
contact with (Beth, Ali, Shannon, etc.), every child 
care provider (Barb, Deb, Nikki, etc.) and every person 
greeting me at the front desk has been uplifting and 
amazing in their positions.  
  I have praised and recommended the WFC to 
many people, and will continue to do so.
Thank you again, for a first class establishment.
 
Sincerely,
Traci Matthews

 

Halfway through the weight loss challenge, 
classes are still being held every Thursday 

night. There is also a 6 pm aerobics class specifi-
cally designed for the contestants, offering nutri-
tion advice and recipes.
 
Ron 
Schro-
ers has 
been 
work-
ing out 
faithfully.  
This 
would’ve 
been a 
rare photo moment just a few months ago, but it 
happens a few times a week now.  Rumor is, he 
lost eight pounds.  
       

FAmily 
Center 
neWs

Weight loss ChAllenge

Yoga class taught by Shawn Essed

The exercise room was recently refurbished 
with new paint and carpet provided by donation 
money!  On the orange matt in the front row, 
former Councilman Damian Halstad is having a 
zen moment. 

letter From

 FAmily 
Center

 member

Mail Bag



5

neW WAter PlAnt online

beth FAhey

neW FACe At City hAll

The City 
received 

the Engineer’s 
Certificates of 
Conditional 
Acceptance of 
the equipment, 
construction, 
and installation for the new water treatment 
plant. For more than a month the plant has 
produced potable water for the city water distri-
bution system. The plant is the first membrane 
water treatment plant this size in our state and 
is the result of several years of successful team 
work by the City, MDE, WATEK Engineering, 
Siemens (equipment manufacturer), and Cone-
wago (General Contractor). 

Despite the rain on Sunday, March 15, West-
minster City Recreation Staff and Friends of 

City Parks volunteers completed the first step of 
the Westminster City Park Native Plant Butterfly 
Garden. South Carroll High School volunteers 
spread layers of recycled newspaper to prepare 
the ground for soil conditioning. Mulch was then 
laid over the newspaper to help keep it moist. 
This method of planting is called no-till planting 
and helps reduce the need for expensive gas 
powered tilling equipment. Earthworms come up 
to the surface of the soil to eat the newspaper 
which helps to stir up the ground and add nutri-
ents. The entire process will be completed in a 
few months. A flower planting date is scheduled 
for May 2, 2009 from 11-1pm in the City Park 
with a rain-date of May 6, 2009 from 3:30 to 
5:30pm. For more information please call 410-
848-9393 or email skropkowski@westgov.com. 

Elizabeth “Beth” Fahey joined the staff at City 
Hall as the new Information Desk Recep-

tionist on March 3.  She has over ten years of 
office experience, including working as recep-
tionist and office assistant at SAY Plastics, Inc. 
in McSherrystown, PA along with doing recep-
tion, recruiting, and interviewing duties at two 
different staffing agencies.  
 Beth is a 1995 
graduate of Westminster 
High School and received 
an Associate’s Degree in 
Graphic Design in 2002 
from Carroll Community 
College. Prior to taking 
this position, Beth was a 
stay-at-home mom for the 
past year.  She always 
has a smile for everyone, 
is up for a challenge, and 
loves to keep busy. 
 Beth married her husband Patrick in 
2004 and they are currently living in Hanover, 
PA with their 16-month-old son, Aiden. In her 
spare time, Beth enjoys spending time with her 
family, weekend trips to the beach, playing Vol-
leyball and Softball, and watching her favorite 
reality television shows.

Westminster City PArk

 butterFly gArden uPdAte

serviCe AWArds

Wayne Reifsnider receives 30-year service award. 

In his thirty years with the City, Wayne Reifs-
nider has met celebrities (Tim Allen and Kirty 

Alley), Governors, foreign dignitaries, and even 
President Reagan in the performance of his job 
and has never failed to do whatever task was 
asked of him. Congratulations Wayne! 

Wayne in the 80s, working on a City project for the
Carroll County farm Museum.



Win a HarleyWin a Harley

Signed by the RavensSigned by the Ravens
This vivid black XL 1200 Sportster Custom;

Beautifully hand-painted with the Baltimore Ravens
logo and signed by the entire 2008 Ravens team

could be yours!

Only $20 A Ticket
Only 5000 raffle tickets will be sold. Need not be present to win.

Drawing to be held Friday, June 5, 2009 at the Opening
Ceremonies of the 2009 SOMD Summer Games.

Purchase tickets online at www.plungemd.com
or by calling 410-789-6677x503

WIN A 2008 Harley-Davidson

XL 1200 Sportster

Coach Rex Ryan
,
s Harley For HeroesCoach Rex Ryan
,
s Harley For Heroes

Benefitting Special Olympics Maryland

Bike donated by:

SOMD_HarleyRafflePoster:SOMD_HarleyRafflePoster  1/3/09  3:11 PM  Page 1
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Thomas B. Beyard, Command Sergeant 
Major (CSM) of the 29th Combat Aviation 

Brigade, Maryland Army National Guard, was 
recently awarded the Maryland State Active 
Duty Medal by Brigadier General James A. 
Adkins, The Adjutant General of Maryland. 
 CSM Beyard, also known as City of 
Westminster Director of Planning, Zoning and 
Development, received the award for partici-
pating in operations in support of the 2009 
Presidential Inauguration. During the inaugu-
ral timeframe, his unit expanded and became 
Task Force Hawk, with responsibility for com-
mand and control of two aviation battalion 
task forces containing over 700 Soldiers and 
40 helicopters. The two aviation battalion task 

Csm beyArd reCeives the mArylAnd 
stAte ACtive duty AWArd

forces, located in Virgina 
and Maryland, were 
prepared and ready to 
quickly move hundreds 
of soldiers to the Na-
tional Capital Region, if 
needed, to help maintain 
law and order in the 
event of an incident.  
 CSM Beyard was 
appointed to his current 
position of Command 
Sergeant Major of the 29th Combat Aviation 
Brigade August 1, 2008. The 29th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade is one of the major commands in 
the Maryland Army National Guard with over 
1,000 Soldiers. CSM Beyard has over 27 years 
of military service. 
 

Mail Bag
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