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Dear Residents:

 This summer has been 
incredibly productive for the 
City with hallmark events, novel 
partnerships, and involvement by 
citizens. As the Mayor for a mere 
two months, I have witnessed 
how citizens with vision can ac-
complish great things.  
 The best example of this is embodied in 
the ribbon-cutting of King Park and the dedica-
tion of the Westminster Skateboard Park. Without 
citizens with vision, these projects would still be in 
the conception stage. 
 Currently in progress is the City Play-
ground Community Building, which is on its way 
to being another banner project as it employs the 
forethought, planning, vision and government-
private partnerships I have come to expect. I 
applaud City employees, who continually strive to 
work with community partners to make Westmin-
ster a better place to work and live.  And these 
employees are being recognized not only on a 
City level but on a State level as well. 
 We have also seen the completion of two 
major capital water projects: The Cranberry Water 
Treatmen Plant and the Medford Quarry emer-
gency pipeline. These projects will ensure the 
quality of our water and its availability during a 
time of drought. 
 Also this summer, the new water and 
sewer rate structure has been implemented so 
we have provided some information on water 
conservation measures in this City newsletter.
 Customers receiving July water bills will 
be billed for two months under the old rate struc-
ture and one month under the new rate structure.  
Customers receiving August bills will have one 
month at the old rate and two months at the new 
rate.  September customers will have the full 
three months at the new rate.  A bill calculator is 
found on the City’s web site at westminstermd.

gov. This calculator shows an approximate 
amount for three months at the new rate.
 The City is sponsoring a new Toilet 
Replacement Rebate Program beginning in 
August.  See page 2 of this newsletter for an 
explanation of the program and eligibility re-
quirements.  Replacing an outdated standard 
toilet with a new water-saving toilet can save 
you approximately 4 gallons of water every time 
the toilet is flushed.
 With the gloomy economic forecast, I 
can assure you that our City staff and Coun-
cilmembers are aware of federal, state, and 
county funding since monies flow from them to 
us. It is imperative that we understand every as-
pect of State and County budget reductions that 
can affect our City and legislation that burdens 
our financial outlook.  While the bottom line will 
not be known for some time, we must continue 
to overcome obstacles.  I’m calling on all citi-
zens to get involved, to support your charities, 
and volunteer your time.  I, along with every 
person serving you from the City, welcome your 
thoughts, concerns, and most importantly, your 
continual visionary ideas to improve our city 
and community.  
 One important way you can get involved 
is to visit our website (www.westminstermd.
gov).  This site was just placed online and will 
host a variety of information, not only about 
the City government, but also about our part-
ners, businesses, and volunteer organizations.  
Please visit the site on a regular basis to keep 
informed of ways you can serve or be served.  
This site will not only provide happenings 
around the city and its communities, but will 
also be there for feedback for your ideas.  We 
listened to you, our citizens, through the sur-
veys sent out last year, and have implemented 
your ideas and in this way, I look forward to 
serving you as Mayor.

Kevin Utz,
Mayor

From the mayor
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As a component of our water conservation 
program, the City has developed a High Ef-

ficiency Toilet Rebate Program to replace toilets 
which are inefficient. Older toilets consume 3.5 
to seven gallons per flush (gpf) while the new 
water-efficient units consume 1.6 gallons per 
flush or even less, depending on the manufac-
turer.  Ordinance 806 provided the authority for 
this program which was approved by the Mayor 
and Common Council on July 27, 2009.
 The program will begin on August 17, 
2009, will be on a first-come, first-served basis, 
and will continue until the $10,000.00 Water 
Conservation Fund is 
exhausted.  The rebate 
will be subject to pre-
approval in the form of an 
appropriate inspection to 
certify that the toilet to be 
replaced uses more than 
3.5 gallons per flush.  All users of the Westmin-
ster system with inefficient, tank type units are 
encouraged to participate. The rebate amount 
is intended to offset the cost of purchasing and 
installing high-efficiency units to conserve wa-
ter, which relates to a dollar savings for the City 

resident. The rebate amount of 
$200 per unit will be available 
for qualified users of the West-
minster system and will be 
limited to one per household.   

  When the installation 
is completed, a post inspec-

Water Conservation HigH 
effiCienCy toilet rebate Program

tion will be conducted and the old toilet will be 
removed by the City. The City will then mail the 
$200 to the recipient’s home within 2-4 weeks.
 Keep watch on our website Westmin-
stermd.gov and Carroll Media Center channel 24 
for additional information on the program.  In the 
meantime, consider researching “Water Sense” 
high efficiency toilets for ratings and characteris-
tics that most appeal to you.  Research materials 
and a list of “Water Sense”    units can be found 
at http://www.epa.gov/watersense/pp/lists.htm . 

*** Conservation measures CHart  ***

Conservation Measure Approx cost 
Water 
saved Annual Savings 

    gpd/household city county 

Replace old(>3gpf) toilet with a HE model (1.3 gpf) $200 30 $42 $55 
Fix leaky toilet $20 200 $275 $365 
Install low-flow showerhead (1.5gpm) $10 13 $18 $24 
Install faucet aerators $10 12 $17 $22 
Install Energy Star clothes washer $400 100/week $22 $26 
Conservation Landscaping $25 25 $35 $45 

 

Everyone should be aware by now that water is 
a precious and limited resource in Maryland 

as it is everywhere these days. But, people are 
not aware of what they can do to conserve and 
help ensure the availability of this resource. Be-
low are some simple actions 
you can take to do your part 
and save money on your 
water bill. These measures 
save water and also save 
money. 
 Annual savings 
are exhbited in the chart 
below with estimated sav-
ings based on water usage 
charges for the City’s water 
system customers as of July 
1, 2009, and they represent consumption similar 
to the national average for each measure.
 Also visit www.watersense.com or www.
energystar.com for more information.

Conservation tiPs
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reCreation and Parks events
august tHrougH oCtober

Tuesday, August 4: National Night Out.  Join 
the Westminster City Police and your neigh-
bors around Westminster for a night of block 
parties.  Contact Sgt. Keith Benfer at 410-848-
4646 for more information.

August 17-21: Summer Day Camp.  Is de-
signed for children to participate in a full day 
program interacting with one another.  Camp-
ers participate in games, sports, crafts, field 
trips, swimming, and a variety of other activi-
ties. (Before and After Care Available at an 
Additional Cost). $115/week.

Saturday, August 29:  Free Perennial Swap 
and Free Children’s Activities from 11am-1pm 
at City Park Pavilion #1. Swap your abundant 
fall perennials and have a chance to win a 
prize. Each (K-8th grade) child participating Continued page six . . .  

The Downtown Westminster Farmers’ Mar-
ket,  sponsored by the City and the Down-

town main Street Program, is on the Conaway 
Parking Lot at the cor-
ner of Railroad Ave 
(MD 27) and Emerald 
Hill Lane, across the 
street from the High’s 
Store.  Entering its 
16th season, the mar-
ket is held runs until November 21, from 8 am 
until noon, rain or shine.
 The market offers a wide variety of 
farm-fresh seasonal produce, herbs, cut flow-
ers, raw and spun wool, dairy products, honey, 
organically-raised animal meats, inlcuding emu! 
 The market will periodically host semi-
nars and live entertainment over the season 
from 10 am until noon. For more information or 
vendor inquiries, contact Stan Ruchlewicz at 
(410) 848-5294.
 Upcoming acts are:
August 1 -  Chasmo and Cassandra
August 15 - Live Music - Dan Ashby
August 31 - Chasmo and Cassandra
 For more  information: http://www.west-
minsterfarmfresh.com.

Sunday, August 30: The Westminster Municipal 
Band Concert. Belle Grove Park on the corner 
of Green and Bond Streets at 6 pm.  Bring your 
lawn chair and come out for an evening of great 
music. For more info call Greg Wantz at 410-
848-8852. 

Wednesday, September 2:  
American Red Cross Blood Drive 
will be held at the Westminster 
Family Fitness Center (11 Lon-
gwell Avenue) from 2-6pm. Please 

call 410-751-5501 for an appointment.

Thursday, September 3: Child Car Seat Check. 
The Carroll County Health Department will be 
holding a free child car seat check from 10am-
12pm at the Westminster Family Fitness Center 
(11 Longwell Ave). For an appointment call Mag-
gie at 410-876-4448.

Thursday, September 
24: Westminster Fallfest 
Parade and Mile Run will 
begin at McDaniel College 
followed immediately by the 
parade.  The parade will 
start at Dutterer Family Park on Monroe Street, 
and continue to Pennsylvania Avenue, and then 
down Main Street ending on Longwell Avenue.

Thursday to Sunday, September 24-27: West-
minster Fallfest. See www.westminsterfallfest.

com. Celebrate our 31st 
year with the whole 
family!  Proceeds from 
this event benefit Carroll 
County Youth Services 
Bureau, Lions Club of 

Westminster, Mission of Mercy, and Rape Cri-
sis Intervention Services.  Enjoy carnival rides, 
live entertainment, and great food.  NO PETS 
PLEASE.

Friday, September 25: Midnight Madness.
Enjoy the sights, scents, and sounds of an au-
tumn evening in downtown Historic Westminster 
for shopping and fun from 6pm-12am.  A vari-
ety of shops will be open.  Live entertainment, 

Westminster Farmers’ market
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Watch your street creW!

Have you ever opened a hot oven to remove 
cooked food?  Now try leaving the door open 

and set on 325° Fahrenheit, then calculate the 
ambient temperature of 80-90° Fahrenheit.  This 
simulates the conditions street workers must 
endure to work with hot asphalt.  Every job in 
blacktopping is hot.  Even sitting on the paver is 
hot, since propane tanks run to keep the asphalt 
warm.  The flagmen must stand in the sun with 
heat radiating off the pavement.  There is no 
escaping the heat for any man working on the 
roads.
  Most of the blacktopping jobs the City 
does are too small for a paver, so it must be done 
by hand.  Since this is a three-step process, and 
the asphalt must cool before traffic is allowed on 
it, it may appear as if work is dinished when it is 
not. Even when workers use a paver, hand work 
must still be done.  Storm drains, manhole cov-
ers, valve boxes, and other obstacles must be 
worked around.  When paving, a minimum of nine 
workers is needed.  The Street Department only 
has a four-man blacktopping crew, so when pav-
ing, men are borrowed from other crews, which 
means that the other departments’ work has to be 
put on hold.
 So far in fiscal year 2008-2009, the De-
partment of Public Works has placed over 775 
tons of blacktop.  This is approximately 500 tons 
more than normal.  
 So, the next time you are inconvenienced 
due to blacktopping operations, please remember 
how hot the workers are and give them a break 
by not getting hot under your collar. 

HistoriCal soCiety of Carroll 
County announCes its nintH annual 

antiques aPPraisal day

The Ninth Annual Antiques Appraisal Day, 
sponsored by the Historical Society, will be 

held on Saturday, September 12, beginning at 
10 am at the American Legion, Carroll Post #31, 
at the corner of Sycamore and Green Streets in 
Westminster.  A team of expert appraisers will 
estimate the value of those “possible treasures” in 
your attic or garage. Some items in the past have 
been estimated at tens of thousands of dollars to 
the owners’ total surprise and delight. 

 The wait, in 
most cases, is not 
long, and there will 
be seating at tables 
for those awaiting 
their turn with the 
appraisers. Food 
and beverages will 
be available from the American Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary throughout the day. 
 Again this year, Appraisal Day will fea-
ture a panel of expert appraisers who will vol-
unteer their expertise, giving verbal estimates 
of value in the areas of American furniture, folk 
art, jewelry, glassware, ceramics, toys, silver, 
pewter, rugs, fine art, and more. This year we 
will include an expert in antique clocks.
 For more information about call 410-
848-6494, email hscc@carr.org or visit the 
website at hscc.carr.org.

Starting in August 2009, Westminster will es-
tablish a mobile electronics waste recycling 

center known as the Westminster Initiative to 
Recycle E-waste Drop-off Center (W.I.R.E.D. 
Center). The W.I.R.E.D. center will be used as 
a mobile electronics waste recycling center for 
residents. 
 Providing residents with a location to 
drop off electronics waste allows the City to 
separate the collection of computers, video 
display devices, and other forms of electronic 
waste from the regular bulk trash, which will 
reduce the amount of trash entering the landfill. 
The W.I.R.E.D. center also provides the City 
the opportunity to properly recycle or dis-
pose of electronic waste.   In order 
to promote this new program and to encour-
age residents to participate, City Staff plan to 
work to make the drop-off day into an event to 
attract positive attention and publicity. Anyone 
who would like to participate is encouraged 
to contact Melissa Hynes at 410-848-7967 or 
email mhynes@westgov.com.  
 The first drop off day is scheduled for 
August 1, 2009 from 8 to 4pm at 105 Rail-
road Avenue, at the City of Westminster Utility 
Maintenance Department. Visit the web site 
for more information on what can be recylced 
(www.westminstermd.gov).

get Wired! WitH tHe City’s neW
 e-reCyCling Program
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free monday nigHt movie musiCals 

Thanks to the generous support of 
several downtown businesses, 

classic, family-friendly movies are 
screened each Monday evening at 
7 pm.   Concession sales will benefit 
the Arts Council’s Scholarship Pro-
gram. Please do not to bring food from outside.    

August 3: Mary Poppins, rated G; 140 min-
utes,1964. From the moment 
Mary Poppins floats in the 
Banks’ household, things are 
never the same.  This winner of 
five Academy Awards is a “must 
see” for all ages. Sponsored by 
Ceclia’s Bridals, Inc. 

August 10: Sound of Music, 
rated G; 174 minutes, 1965. 
Perhaps the greatest musical of 
all times, this epic true story fol-
lows the Trapp family and how 
their lives are changed when 
the governess, Maria enters 
their lives.  Sponsored by Mer-
cer Carpet One. 

August 17: The Wiz, Rated G; 133 minutes, 
1978.  An updated “urban” version of the clas-
sic movie, “Wizard of Oz.”  Michael Jackson and 
Diana Ross head the all-star cast in this imagina-
tive musical production.  Join us as we close the 
summer series and remember Michael Jackson.  
Sponsored by Ain’t That A Frame.

otHer arts Center events

Thursday, August 6: Tree of Life Theatre Troupe 
presents “Seuss Stories.” 10:30 am, 1 pm. Sing-
a-long, dance-a-long, and laugh-a-long with Dr. 
Seuss’ most famous characters: 
The Cat in the Hat, Horton, The 
Grinch and more! Sponsored by 
Maryland State Arts Council; 
$7/$5. 

Thursday, August 13: The Car-
roll Players present “The Invisible 
Dragon;” 10:30 am,1 pm. A happy 
kingdom, a gloomy princess and 
a handsome prince looking for 
a dragon to slay. Sponsored by 
Maryland State Arts Council; 
$7/$5.

Saturday, August 29: Epilepsy 
Foundation Chesapeake Region 
presents The Stone Hill All-Stars 

& Bucky’s Brother; 7:00 pm. All proceeds will 
be donated to the Epilepsy Foundation Chesa-
peake Region Abilities Network; $25/$15.

Friday, September 11:  FLICC presents “The 
Visitor” at 8 pm; Rated PG-13; 108 minutes, 
2008. This is an independent film that follows 
a college professor, who, while away, returns 
to find a Syrian man and his girlfriend living in 
his apartment. The couple has nowhere to go. 
Walter allows them to stay and is rewarded 
by learning rhythms of the African drum which 
rekindles his passion for life. $6 /$5.

 Saturday, September 12: Footworks Percus-
sive Dance Ensemble, 7 p m at the Carroll Arts 
Center. For decades, this dance group has 
delighted audiences of all ages throughout the 
US, Canada, UK, Japan, and Finland.  They 
have thrilled audiences as 
guest artists with the Lon-
don run of “Riverdance.” 
They present a exuberant 
combination of live music, 
comedy, singing, and a 
dazzling array of percussive 
dance. $15/$12.

Saturday, September 
19: at 9 pm and midnight. 
“Rocky Horror Picture Show,” rated R; 100 
minutes, 1975.  The cast of McDaniel College’s 
fall production of “Rocky Horror” will attend in 
costume to add to the festivities. Tickets are 
$15 or $20 with a goody bag chock-full of all 
the props you’ll need to fully experience this 
wild cinematic phenomenon.

Carroll arts Center 
aCtivities

august tHrougH oCtober
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              Conservation note 

                   The average American uses 
seven trees a year in paper, wood, 
and other products made from 
trees.  This amounts to about 
2,000,000,000 trees per year!

Friday, September 25: Midnight Madness.
Enjoy the sights, scents, and sounds of an au-
tumn evening in downtown Historic Westminster 
for shopping and fun from 6pm-12am.  A variety 
of shops will be open.  Live entertainment, an-
tique cars, and much more.  Parking is FREE.  
NO PETS PLEASE!

Saturday and Sunday, September 26, 27: 
American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held at 
the Westminster Fallfest on the craft vendor lot. 
Please call 410-751-5501 for an appointment.

Tuesday, October 27: The annual Halloween 
Parade in Historic Downtown Westminster 
begins with registration at 6 pm on Monroe St. 
near Dutterer’s Park. The parade begins at 7 
pm via Pennsylvania Avenue to Main Street, 
ending on Longwell Avenue. This event is coor-
dinated by the American Legion Post #31. Call 
410-857-7953 for more information.

Saturday, October 31: Fifth Annual (Hal-
loween) Open Bench Press Competition. The 
Westminster Family Fitness Center and GNC 
will sponsor their Fifth Annual Open Bench 
Press Competition at the Family Center.  Pow-
erlifters from the tri-state area compete for 
trophies.  Proceeds benefit Access Carroll.  If 
interested, call 410-751-5501 for details.

Monday to Wednesday, November 23-25: 
Fall Holiday Camp is offered for 6-10 year-old 
children with crafts, games, sports, and snacks.  
Registration can be for one day or all three. 
Participants need to bring a bagged lunch and 
a drink. Dress your child for play and fun - we 
suggest old clothes. Registration form and 
emergency information are required. Cost is 
$20 per day, per child with an additional $5 per 
day, per child fee for before care (7-9am) and 
after care (4-6pm).  Call 410-848-9161 for more 
information.

There is a group of Westminster residents 
who meet once a month, searching for ways 

to preserve the historic buildings and spaces 
that make Westminster what it is today. If this 
comes as a surprise to you, you’re not alone. 
The Historic District Commission (HDC) has 
been working 
hard behind 
the scenes for 
almost twenty 
years, helping property owners get financial as-
sistance and advice on maintaining and restor-
ing historic buildings. 
 Now, they would like to move out from 
behind the scenes, and be on the scene! The 
best part is, you can be an integral part of their 
efforts! If you live in the City, and are interested 
in preserving and promoting Westminster’s his-
toric features, you can be on the Commission. 
The Commission has two vacant positions that 
they would like to fill ASAP. If you want to know 
more, contact Tim Rogers, Resources Planner 
for the City, at 410-848-4628, or trogers@west-
gov.com, or come to a meeting at 7 pm at City 
Hall on the first Thursday of each month. 

commission Working to

 Preserve historic character

Recent improvements to King Park include 
a sand volleyball court, horseshoe pits, an 

ADA compliant play structure, a playground 
area, and a new roof, which will allow the City 
to once again offer the pavilion for rent. The 
City wishes to thank Robin Ford for his dona-
tion of over $115,000, without which this project 
would not have been possible.

king Park made 
Possible by robin Ford 

Continued from Page 3 . . . 


