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Presentation Notes
: The Visiting Writers Series is a program offered through Marshall's College of Liberal Arts. Other cooperating groups on campus include the Office of Multicultural Affairs, the School of Journalism and Mass Communications, Women’s Studies, and Appalachian Studies



Presenting local and national 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1989 Professor Art Stringer founded Marshall University’s Visiting Writers Series (VWS), a program that invites 6-8 authors every year to come to Marshall's campus, meet and talk to students and to the community, and to read publicly from their work. Most colleges and universities establish a Visiting Writers Series because of the need for enrichment of its students and its community, but also with the support of an endowment and key personnel to run it, but Prof. Stringer did not have these resources, yet somehow managed for almost 25 years, delivering over 130 regionally and nationally renowned writers with  such prestigious writers like our late, beloved Irene McKinney, Jayne Anne Phillips, Joy Harjo  and Donald Hall, placing these authors in several presentations that have always been free and open to not only students, but to the greater community.






• Marshall University Web Presence 
• Facebook Web Presence 
 

 

A. E. STRINGER VISITING  
WRITER SERIES 2012-2013 

 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

• Book Stores 
• Libraries 
• Literary Groups 
• Meetings with Students 
• Book Clubs 
• Student Groups 
• Campus Literary Journal 
• Writers give class visits, 

workshops, book signings 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
: Moreover, these writers' work will speak to an array of matters and concerns shared by the greater community—work that takes up history, race relations, gender and sexual politics, poverty, parenting, and the larger geographical and cultural diversity of our region. And because creative writing finds no limit in the number of interests and topics it confronts—from the personal to the political and everything in between— the new web site has a community blog element that keeps the Series relevant and accessible in a digital age, and will therefore better serve the greater community and provide the Series a much larger presence in the literary scene and the "VWS After-Words" blog will provide both the campus and the larger community a chance to dialogue concerning topics of importance that arise when we discuss authors and their topics. We have reached out to Cabell County Library, Books a Million, and Empire Books, as well as from independent bookstores such as Taylor Books in Charleston, West Virginia, and from literary groups such as the West Virginia Writers, Inc. for more exposure for the series.



AJ Hartley Web Site 
 
 
 
 

A. J. HARTLEY 

Wednesday, March 27, 2013 Public Reading: 8:00 
p.m. in Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre 
 
  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Andrew (A.J.) Hartley received his B.A. from Manchester University (UK), and his M.A. and PhD from Boston University in 1996, where he established Willing Suspension Productions, a student theatre group specializing in non-Shakespearean Renaissance drama. He currently teaches in the theatre department at University of North Carolina-Charlotte and is the director of UNC Charlotte's Shakespeare in Action Centre, which is currently engaged in an ambitious project to stage an event connected to each of Shakespeare's plays by the 400th anniversary of his death in April 2016. Dr. Hartley also publishes best-selling popular fiction (mystery/thrillers, fantasy adventure and children's/young adult novels) as A.J. Hartley. Critics have compared Hartley to DaVinci Code author Dan Brown for the way history and research underpin his mysteries and grip his readers in a page-turning spell.



Darwen Arkwright Companion Website 

A. J. HARTLEY YOUNG ADULT 
LITERATURE 

 
“Darwen Arkwright and the Peregrine Pact is jam-packed with action from the first to 
the last page. The characters are well drawn, the alternative world fully developed, and 
the situations deliciously scary. There hasn’t been such a ‘mirroculous’ adventure since 
Alice climbed through the looking glass to play chess with the Red Queen.”  Connie 
Goldsmith of  the New York Journal of  Books Reviews (October 13, 2011). 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Eleven-year-old Darwen Arkwright has spent his whole life in a tiny town in England. So when he is forced to move to Atlanta, Georgia, to live with his aunt, he knows things will be different–but what he finds there is beyond even his wildest imagination! Darwen discovers an enchanting world through the old mirror hanging in his closet–a world that holds as many dangers as it does wonders. Along with his new friends Rich and Alexandra, Darwen becomes entangled in an adventure and mystery that involves the safety of his entire school. They soon realize that the creatures are after something in our world–something that only human children possess.



MILTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
120 Eighth Grade Language Arts Students 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the 100 middle school language arts teachers and librarians contacted, only one responded when we offered to bring in an author for shared enrichment opportunities with the students. Despite the 21st Century Learning Community Standards, which is a program that supports the creation of community learning centers that provide academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools, teachers are barely able to keep pace with the standardized testing procedures mandated by the state for funding and certainly have little time to create the necessary enrichment plans due to budget cuts. The school offers only band and art for enrichment opportunities, but the students still fall significantly below the proficient level in reading. AJ Hartley will be the first published author most of these children will meet. Not only will they have a chance to meet and speak with him, but they will be able to imagine a world that takes them from the often common reality of living in an economically depressed region, where all resources are scarce—but where story can provide sustenance these children seek. 

http://wdms.ucps.k12.nc.us/news/jump.php?news_id=33575


Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to the ACT Report, “College Readiness Begins in Middle School” George L. Wimberly and Richard J. Noeth found that educational organizations and the U.S. Department of Education recommend that students begin planning for college as early as sixth grade (National Association for College Admission Counseling, 1999; National Association of Secondary School Principals, 1996; U.S. Department of Education, 1999). Programs like Upward Bound and talent Search are not offered until high school. Parent involvement tends to decline as students reach middle and high school, particularly parents who have not attended college. The result of this is young students who end up attempting to take remedial classes in reading and writing by the time they are ready to enter college – in fact, one-third of today’s four-year college students and 63% of current two-year college students fall into this category (US Dept. of Education 2003a).And since there are no enrichment activities in Cabell County free to students in this age range (6-8 grades), Marshall University needs to step up and help Cabell County students excell when and where they can.



 
EDUCATORS IN PARTNERSHIP 

 

Costs 
 
A. J. Hartley    $4,000 
Advertising      $1 500 
Supplies            $  500 
Books                $1,000 
Material Creation    $2,000 
Total    $9,000 

Funding 
 
Department of  English  $3,750 
Marshall University  $  250 
In-Kind   $2,000 
Rachael   $   500 
 
Total                                       $ 6,500 
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Presentation Notes
AJ Hartley will cost $4,000 for his stay, including travel, per diem, lodging, and stipend. In addition, we would like to purchase copies of his book so the students at Milton Middle can receive free signed copies. We also want to record and advertise his visit to publicize the good that is happening in our area to post on our and Cabell County schools web sites.  Dr. Rachael Peckham, am the current Coordinator of Visiting Writers Series and an Assistant Professor of English at Marshall donated her recent prize money and in kind contributions from faculty and staff is significant as we have close to 60 Creative Writing students with six to eight faculty members who either teach and/or practice creative writing. There are also 22 other faculty members who volunteer in some way. We also have to rely on personal connections with writers who are either locally available or willing, as a good turn, to visit Marshall for a fraction of the cost they normally charge. 



“STORY BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE. 
THEY ARE SOUNDER JUDGES OF IT 
THAN ANYONE ELSE, FOR THEIR 

SENSES ARE UNSPOILED AND THEIR 
EMOTIONS ARE FREE.” 

 
~ PEARL S. BUCK , NOBEL PRIZE 

WINNING AUTHOR  
FROM  WEST VIRGINIA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is not a single project, then, but the preservation of a cultural tradition born in the hearts and minds of Appalachian Americans, a people as diverse and complex as the narrators and characters who populate our stories. And story—Buck’s universal term for good literature—has the capacity to make readers see through others’ eyes and to recognize our common humanity. That is, to make us more compassionate and better citizens. In short, if we want the rest of the nation to take our stories and culture seriously, we need to support those who would tell them.
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