Buy Local

Autos for Sale

Site m ap
Site

Mobile
GO>>

Tuesday, November 26, 2013
HOME

NEWS

WEATHER CLOSINGS:

WEATHER

TRAFFIC

ENTERTAINMENT

VIDEO

LIFESTYLE

SPORTS

MONEY

MARKETPLACE

ABOUT

Winter
Weather
Advisory
issued November 26 at 3:45PM
EST expiring
November 27 at 12:00AM EST in effect for: Allegany; Frederick; Washington…
View All
There is
currently
1 closing
or delay.
WEATHER
ALERTS:

Thanksgivukkah: Thanksgiving, Hannukah collide in calendar
oddity
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By: Ron Snyder

Allison McFaul has the perfect Thanksgiving dinner
planned for her family.
There will be turkey, stuffing cranberry sauce, gravy
and latkes.
Students at the at the Owings Mills Jewish Community Center's
Early Childhood Center dress up as dreidels as part of their
Thanksgivukkah celebration. (Photo courtesy of Robin RoseSamuels).
Copyright 2013 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This
material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or
redistributed.
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Latkes?
Welcome to the convergence of holidays for many
families in Baltimore as Thanksgiving and Hanukkah
(which starts at sundown Wednesday) will take
place at the same time. Many Jewish families are
preparing to merge the two holidays together; an
occurrence that has not happened since 1888 and
won’t happen again for more than 75,000 years.
Many have simply turned into calling the event
“Thanksgivukkah.”

“Everything has been pushed up this year and has been really rushed,”
McFaul said. “It’s crazy to have to get all of the Hanukkah shopping done
before Black Friday. We have a multi-faith family, and my daughter is a
Christmas baby. So, holidays are always jammed-packed, but this is definitely
the case this year. “
The quirk in the holiday schedule comes from the fact the Jewish calendar is
lunar-based and does not flow in sync with the Gregorian calendar, said
Barry Gittlen, a professor with the Baltimore Hebrew Institute at Towson
University.
The Jewish calendar, which Gittlen said is too complicated to fully explain,
also has leap months on occasion and can lead to holidays falling on various
dates.
“The leap months are thrown in to try in part to mesh the holidays with the
seasons,” Gittlen said. “When you add the extra months, it can lead to great
shifts in the holiday schedule.”
Many members of the Jewish community don’t even try to understand the
intricacies of the calendar. Instead, they are just trying to have fun with the
blended holiday schedule. That was the case Monday at the Owings Mills
Jewish Community Center.
There, preschoolers at the Early Childhood Center put on a performance
that highlighted the best of both holidays. Some kids were dressed in Pilgrim
and Native American costumes; others as Maccabees and dreidels.
During the performance, they sang Thanksgiving and Hanukkah songs and
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feasted on food that combined the best of both traditions, such as sweet
potato latkes. There were also centerpieces for the table such as turkeys
holding dreidels that were made by the kids.
School director Ilene Meister said the combining of the two holidays allowed
for teachers to fully explain the true meaning of Hanukkah. While the holiday
is usually linked with Christmas because of the closeness of the two on the
calendar, Meister said Hanukkah actually has more in common with
Thanksgiving.

29 year old Evan Curbeam seemingly
vanished from the busy streets of Fells
Point early Saturday morning.

Howard, church ink deal to treat runoff

“Both Hanukkah and Thanksgiving are about giving thanks,” Meister said.
“For Hanukkah it’s about celebrating a win over religious persecution by the
Maccabees [over the Syrian-Greek rulers of Jerusalem] followed by the
rededication of the Temple. The Pilgrims came to America seeking religious
freedom as well.”

Harford sheriff plans holiday patrols

McFaul, whose 3-year-old daughter Amelia attends the preschool, said the
unique holiday season has provided her child with an educational
opportunity.

1 shot in front of McDonald's in Essex

“They have had a chance to understand what each of the holidays is all
about,” McFaul said.

Thanksgiving, Hannukah collide this year

1 dead, 2 hurt in Ocean City church fire
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Kari Richmond agrees.
Richmond’s 4-year-old twins Ella and Chloe also attend preschool at the JCC
and said the holiday alignment has made for an interesting holiday season.
“It’s been a little tricky,” said Richmond, a teacher at Franklin Elementary
School in Reisterstown. “But it is nice to have some separation between
Hanukkah and Christmas and talk about how the holiday is more than just
giving gifts.”

Thanksgivukkah: Thanksgiving, Hannukah
collide in calendar oddity
Danny, 6-year-old teased: Band of elementary
schoolmates rally around boy to stop teasing

Rabbi Gila Ruskin of Temple Adas Shalom in Havre de Grace also believes
Hanukkah has more in common with Thanksgiving, but also points out how
Hanukkah can also be compared to Christmas.

2013 BLACK FRIDAY TV deals: HDTV, LED,
Plasma for Samsung, Sharp and other
brands

“Hanukkah and Christmas both deal with supernatural miracles,” Ruskin said.
“But, the idea of giving is really what Hanukkah is about.”
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